i3o                     THE AGE OF REASON
In 1780, when the Emperor came to visit her at Mohilev, on
the Upper Dnieper, she explained to him her views on the
Eastern Question. Two years later Joseph sent to her a scheme
for a partition of Turkey-in-Europe. In 1787 Joseph paid his
second visit to Catherine, at Kherson, on the Lower Dnieper,
and journeyed with her Court to the Crimea. Naturally the
Turk was alarmed, and in the course of a diplomatic dispute
threw the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople into prison.
This brought on the impending Second Turkish War of
Catherine, now in alliance with Joseph II. The doom of Turkey
seemed to be approaching. In 1788 Suv&rov captured Oczakov,
and in 1790 Ismail, at the mouth of the Danube; in the same
year the " Austrian army, awfully arrayed, boldly by battery
besieged [and took] Belgrade." Perhaps Constantinople might
have fallen after a joint invasion of Thrace by Russian and
Austrian Armies, but such an invasion never took place.
As has so often happened since, Turkey was saved by the
dissensions of Europe. The British and Prussian Govern-
ments, and the French Government too (so far as it could
exert itself during the Revolution), were using diplomacy in
favour of Turkey; Great Britain even mobilized an " Oczakov
Fleet" in 1790, though it never proceeded to the scene of
action. Joseph II died in February 1790, and the new Emperor,
Leopold IJ, felt that he had enough trouble on his hands with
the French Revolution, and also revolution and rebellion in
some of his own dominions. He made the Peace of Sistova
with Turkey, restoring Belgrade, August 4, 1791. Catherine's
treasury was long since exhausted; the farther forward her
armies marched the more costly in men and money was the
dBfort to maintain them and replenish them from the interior
of her empire. She too had to bow to necessity. She made
the Peace of Jassy, January 9, 1792, with her frontier advanced
to the Dniester. The * historic mission ' to take Constantinople
seemed nearer realization; but she was never to see this, nor
were her successors either. The bleaching bones of Russian
soldiers marked the * Constantinople route> from Siberia to
tiie Danube, while the great Empress, verging on the age of